“In the 1980s, personal computers 
accomplished their mission: to radically 
improve individual productivity. 

But that’s just not enough anymore. 

WHY THE WORLD NEEDS 
A NEW COMPUTER. 

In the 1990s, competitive advantage 
will come from improving the productivity 
of entire groups, so they can stay ahead 
of a world that's changing faster than ever. 

The personal computer revolutionized 
the way we worked in the 80s. 

The next 15 pages may well change the 
way we work in the 90s.” -Steven Jobs 





In the computer industry, we’ve 
grown used to seeing advances 
on an almost daily basis. But the 
true milestones haven’t been 
quite so bountiful. 

In fact, in the last 15 years, 
there have been only two: 

The spreadsheet, which was 
responsible for 
launching the 
personal computer revolution 
back in the 70s. And desktop 
publishing, which fueled the 
graphical revolution of the 80s. 


Even now, years later, these 
applications remain the two 
biggest reasons why people buy 
and use computers. 

But in the 90s, were facing 
challenges personal computers 
were never designed to meet. 

There’s less time to react. 
Competition is much more 



sophisticated. Organizations 
need better ways to tap the 
resources they already have. 


And so the need for a third 
revolution becomes more anti 
more clear. 

No lunger is ir enough to 
boost an individual’s 
productivity and creativity 
(which is what you can 
expect with traditional 
computers running tradi- 
tional applications). 

There’s infinitely more to 
be gained by empowering 
groups of people to work 
more productively and cre- 
atively together. 

To make tins happen, wc 
have to invent a technology 
that radically enhances 
hu ma n -to - hu man i nterac - 
lion. A technology that 
raises group productivity in as 
revol ution- 
ary a way as 
the spread- 
sheet and 
publishing 
raised indi- 
vidual pro- 
ductivity. 


We have to turn personal 
computing into interpersonal 
computing, 

'lb bring this new way of work- 
ing to business and education, 
we created a computer company 
dedicated to the task. We called 
it NeXT, Inc. And we filled its 


preceding revolutions. 

We started in the only logical 
way - by taking a long hard look 
at current technology. 

In the persnmil computer, we 
saw a machine already stretched 
beyond, its limits, not at all opti- 
mized fora con- 
nected worltl. We 
looked at work- 
stations, but they 
were so complex, 
only our engineers could figure 
out how to use them. 

Clearly, a machine designed 
fora world of interpersonal 
computing would have to be 
very different. 

it would have to be built for 
networking, to make interaction 
effortless. It would have to offer 
an e-mail 
system more 
advanced than 
anything we’ve 
used before. 

It would have 
to support true multitasking, 
so people could work naturally, 


WELCOME 10 THE NeXT WORLD. 


ranks with many 
veterans of the 
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doing several 
things at once. 

And, if there’s 
any lesson to be 
learned from the 
past, this new 
machine would 
have to he so per- 
fectly intuitive, 
even first-time computer 
users could sit down and 
put it to work. 

That’s the thinking 
that resulted in the first 
NeXT ''computer. A nd 
it’s the same thinking 
that has allowed us to 
create a new computer, 
affordable enough to he 
used by everyone: 

The NeXTstarion 1 ” 
computer. 

We’d like to take the 
next 13 pages to show you 
the many extraordinary 
things it can do. And some 
of the even more extraor- 
dinary things it can help 
people do. 

You’ll sec how we designed 
the NeXTstation from the first 
chip to he something new: 
a strategic tool that can 
actually revolution- 
ize the way an or- 
ganization vvorks. 

Whether that 
organization oper- 
ates in a few rooms o 


several different countries. 

We’ll show you how the 
NeXTstation offers a perfect 
environment for financial 
analysis and publishing. And 
how, at the same time, h 


enables software developers to 
reth i n k the way we solve 
problems -to reinvent Lite spread- 
sheet, and eliminate the com- 
promises of desktop publishing. 

We'll show you a machine 
less confining than any personal 
computer you’ve ever seen, yet 
even easier to use. 

Welcome to the new world. 



Wc say, 11 1 lere’s a new computer.' 
You say, “I ,et's see the software” 
Its a perfectly human reaction. 

So rather than start by talking 
about processors 
and megahertz, 
we’d like to start by showing you 
the impressive things you can 
do with the NcXTstation.'Ioday. 

On this display is Improv™ 
from tire creators of Lotus Li-.’* 


reinvented the spreadsheet- a 
job that was made much simpler 
by NeXT technology." 

The revolution of Improv is 


that once you’ve entered your 
data, you can easily rearrange it 
in countless new ways - and 
gain insights you could never get 


from a traditional spreadsheet. 

That’s because Improv isn't 
structured like a traditional 
spreadsheet. lo understand ex- 
actly how it 
works, take a 

look at the column and row 
headings in the sample screen. 

Rather than use letters and 
numbers to describe data, it lets 
you use real words, like “ Ions" 


IN OUR W ORLD, LOTUS REI NVENTS 
^HTHE SPREADSHEET.^^ 



While at first glance it may look 
suspiciously like an ordinary 
spreadsheet, it could very well 
change the way people look at 
forecasting and analysis. 

In Lotus’ own words," With 
Improv, we have literally 
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and l 'l Dollar Value” Or anything 
you’re comfortable with. 

The benefit of this is that now 
your formulas read like English. 
Instead of seeing something like 
“= BIB *BD3,” you see “Dollar 
Value -Tons *5.75.” 

And Improv lists all your for- 
mulas in one place, as opposed to 
hiding them in individual cells. 
So when you revisit a complicated 
spreadsheet months later, it’s sure 
to make sense. Likewise if you’re 
looking at a spreadsheet that’s 
been designed by someone else. 
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It also becomes much less 
likely that your spreadsheet will 
contain costly hidden errors. 

Consider this revolutionary if 
you wish. But. its only die warm- 
up to the real quantum leap. 

\ hi! ike any spreadsheet 
you’ve ever dreamed of (unless 
you happen to work for Lotus), 
Improv allows you to move your 
column and row headings from 
one parr of the spreadsheet to 
another, even interchange them 
- and without the slightest 
hesitation, the spreadsheet will 
automatically rearrange itself. 

All you do is use the mouse 
to click one of the category 
“Liles” located along the edges 
of the spreadsheet - such as 
“Region” or “Material”- and 
drag it to a new location. 

I n this way, you get completely 
different views of your work 
and reach new conclusions - all 
with a single set of data. 

Improv was born with odier 

talents as well. It can turn your 

«■ 


spreadsheet data into sparkling 
presentation graphics. It can also 
read files that have been created 
with Lotus 1-2-3 and write its 
own files in 1-2-3 format, so you 
can easily share data with people 
working on other platforms. 

As the development team at 
I ,otus will happily confirm, 
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breaking new ground in soft- 
ware is many ti mes easier in the 
NeXT world. (We’ll get more 
into that a few pages from now.) 
And they’re not die only ones 
who have noticed, 

AshtonTate lias now released 
PowerS tep™ which adds new 
dimensions to the conventional 
spreadsheet model, such as 
voice annotation and a much 
broader use of icons. 

Some of the industry’s most 
respected names in analytic and 
database software, Oracle® and 
.SAS, have also developed pro- 
grams for NeXT computers. 

But rest assured, there’s much 
more to come. 

Starting on the next page. 




When we started our company, 
we had the luxury of being able 
to stand back and take a fresh 
look at desktop publish ing- 
an application that didn’t even 
exist when most computers 
were designed, So ours could be 


patible with the industry as it 
now exists, so you can use your 
current output devices and the 
files you’ve already created. 

Since the PostScript' 8 ' imaging 
language is the one standard 
the industry agrees on, we built 


computer history: true "What You 
Sec Is What You Get,” 

When you kern display type 
on the screen, what you get out of 
the printer doesn’t eonie as 
a shock. Pages end where you 
expect them to. Measurements arc 






PUBLISH ING FINDS AN ENVI RONMENT 
IT CAN THRIVE IN.^^H 


the first 

machine 

literally born to publish. 

The goal was to do away with it into every NeXT computer. 


the compromises and limits 
inherent in existing systems. And 
to create a platform that would 
allow software companies to cre- 
ate programs that are more sophis- 
ticated, and even easier to use. 

We also wa n ted to be com- ■ 
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And not just for printing, but for 
on-screen imaging as well . 

I laving one imaging system 
throughout allows NeXT to 
fulfill what must he the most 
frequently broken promise in 
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more exact, 
(Think how 
many trees’ worth of “test pages” 
this could save you in a year.) 

And what you see can be 
breathtaking. With the combina- 
tion of Display PostScript® and 
the ultra- high -resolution NeXT 
MegaPixel Display, screen 
images are always paper crisp, 
l Type is sharp at any size or 
degree of rotation. 

With true multitasking, 
NeXT computers let you run 
any number of applications 
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at the same time. But the advan- 
tages of that. go far beyond mere 
cutting and pasting. 

Applications can actually 
cooperate with each other- 
each contributing what it does 
best. Without ever leaving your 
layout, you can select a word 
and ask fora definition from 
Digital Webster. 1 " Your illustra- 
tion program can make sure 
the layout is updated with the 
most reeent version of the art. 



Not only docs NeXT technol- 
ogy allow programs to work 
together, it helps people work 
together. Writers, editors, illus- 
trators and designers can each 
contribute their part and route 
documents electron! tally- using 
the capabilities built into every 
NeXT computer. 

Never has a machine been so 
perfectly suited for the demands 
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of publishing. And, as you can 
see below, die industry has been 
quick to respond. Some of 
the most popular names in pub- 
lishing have already released 
software packages that fully ex- 
ploit NeXT technology. 

The more you learn about 
NeXT computers, the more you’ll 
appreciate this fact; 

'There’s a tremendous differ- 
ence between a computer that 
can simply handle publishing, 
and one that’s virtually built for it. 
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The previous revolutions in 
personal computing- the spread- 
sheet and desktop publishing— 
were created with a single desk 
in mind. As were the computers 
built to support them. 

But now we find we can ac- 
complish more, and react more 
quickly, when people work 
together. And so, the revolution 
of the 90s: 


machines different 
from orliers you 
might consider? 

For one 
thing, every 
NeXT computer 
has been designed 
from the very beginning 
to he part of a connected 
workplace. 



NeXTmail lets 
you communicate 
with one person, or a 
group of people, with 
a single click of the 
mouse - and do so 
as expressively as you 
like. You can send text i n 
varying fonts and sizes, 
bold and italics. Include 


, PERSONAL COMPUTING BECOMES ^ 1 ! 

INTERPERSONAL COMPUTING. 


computing. 

hs a new way of working that 
can dramatically enhance the 


All the hardware you need 
to tie into a high-performance 


partment, an entire company 
or an entire uni- 
versity. 
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enabling 
people to tap each 

other’s strengths to meet new 
chill ienges- 

{ hi fortunately, connecting 
machines is no guarantee 
of connecting people. Which 
is why NeXT computers 
were designed specifically for 
the interpersonal world. 

And just what makes our 
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Ethernet network is built in. 

Second, ours arc true multi- 
tasking machines, so communi- 
cations can be spontaneous, no 
matter what application you’re 
currently working with. 

Third, all NeXT computers 
come with NeXTmail?" easily 
the must sophisticated form of 
electronic mail available on 
any computer today. 


images. Attach 
entire documents (of unlimited 
length). You can even include 
voice messages using the 
microphone built into the 
MegaPixel Display. 

And, despite its level of 
sophistication, NeXTmail is 
so intuitive, most people 
won’t ever open the manual. 

Now imagine a company 
arranged by department, 
each using a number of 
NeXTstation computers and 
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die NeXTcube 1 ’ 1 computer as a 
server. Uy linking the depart- 
ments, any one person in the 
company can interact with 
another - whether the two are 
in the same workgroup or on 
different continents. 

In fact, when remote loca- 
tions are tied together via 
NeXTmail, differences in time 
zones become almost mean- 
ingless in the scope of a project. 
NeXTmail can Ire delivered 
virtually instant! y, even if a 
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person isn’t there to receive it. 

Now the company is orga- 
nized electronically, and that’s 
the real revolution of interper- 
sonal computing. When a 
sudden challenge arises, 
you can put together a 
special team to meet 
it- without being constrained 
by a rigid structure based on 
org charts or office layout. 

( Consider, for example, a new- 
product rollout.With every desk 
connected electronically, you 
can handpick the best people 
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for the job 
from engi 
neering, 
marketing, re- 

search and creative^ NeXT 
computers negate the physical 
distance between people, so 
everyone can stay up to date on 
issues, share new ideas and cut 
down on needless meetings. 

but interpersonal computing 
is much more than NeXTmail. 

Soft wa re I i kc Wh os C a 1 1 i ng? ™ 
from Adamation, can provide a 
central system for tracking 
clients. Records that arc used 
by many people in die office 
can all be stored in a single 
NeXTcubc, so the most current 
information is available to 
everyone. 


Pa per Sight!” from Visual 
l Understanding Systems, 
makes it easy to 
maintain a “group 
memory”— a history 
( )f e ae h dej iart. men t’s 
work. With this software 
running on the NeXTcubc 
computer, you can store the 
groups documents centrally, 
cutting down oil paper files and 
making it vastly easier to locate 
previous work. 

We should also point out that 
NeXT interpersonal computing 
makes a cost-effective solution 
for any size workgroup. 

Using the NeXTcubc as 
a server eliminates the need to 
put costly storage devices on 
individual desktops. And 
NeXTsration computers don’t 
ret] ui rc any add i tional i nvest- 
ment in networking hardware. 

1 ti terpcrsonal com puti ng ea n 
make a fundamental change in 
the way an organization works. 

All you need is a computer 
that’s up to the task. 
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Earlier in this brochure, we 
showed you some remarkable 
NeXT applications from the 


( )n one level, 
NeXTStep 
is the user inter- 
face that makes all 
NeXT computers so 
very intuitive and visually 
interesting. On another, it s a 
development environment that 
re vo lutioni y,cs tl ic way soft wa re 
is conceived and created. In fact, 
it’s the entire reason why the 


of their WordPerfect software. 
The NeXTStep environment 
is an object-oriented world. 

It’s purely graphical, making 
UNIX® easier to work with than 

DOS,OS/2,® 

Macintosh* 5 
or Windows 1 '' 
environments 
And it runs 
on every NeXT computer* 

One of rhe most extraordi- 
nary parts of NeXTStep is 
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most popular names in busi- 
ness software, including Lotus, 1 
AshtonTate,® 

WordPerfect® 
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and Adobe.® 

Now, if it 

seems like the 
applications 
appearing on 

NeXT computer systems are 

more sophisticated than the ones i/.cd software for people 
you’re currently using, and at the who cake care of personnel, eus- 
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companies we just mentioned 
could create such extraordinary 
software in a fraction of the time 
it would have taken with other 
com purer syste m s. 

But even more revo- 
lutionary is the fact that 
NeXTStep is just as ac- 
cessible to you. 

So, for example, if 
you’re creating custom- 


same time easier to use, you vc 
already grasped the essence of 


tomcr service or payroll, you can 
use the same tools Lotus used to 


one of our biggest breakthroughs: create Improv, and Word Perfect 
NeXTStep* used to create the NeXT’ version 


3 A rrartgr tAe iit/etfafie so it ieohs tiatctly ta ynu 
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Interface Builder,' 1 which lets you 
create an elegant application 
interface using little 
more than the mouse. 

You can choose from 
a palette of interface 
objects (such as menus, 
buttons and sliders) 
provided by the Appli- 
cation Kit?" Then edit, 
link and arrange them the way 
you want them to appear in vour 
finished application. 

In addition, you can easily 
build new palettes of objects that 
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you design yourself. Or add your 
own customized objects to the 
NeXT Application Kit. 

So with Interface Builder, you 
can rapidly gener- 
ate a graphical 
front- end to a corpo- 
rate database. You can also do 
some fast prototyping of new 


Applications you develop 
with NeXTStep are modular, too, 
so you can reuse portions when- 
ever you see fit. And they’re 


extremely easy to maintain. 
Now, when you update, there's 
no need to rewrite your whole 
application -you simply update 
the parts you want to change. 


In the words of the NeX T 
Development Team at Lotus, 
“NeXTStep is the best develop- 
ment environment available on 
any personal 
computer today.” 
'I 'here has really 
never been an environment any- 
thing like NeX TStep. And 
no machine is built to support it 
like a NeXT computer. 

+ The NeXTStep i3l vdupfl W ™ enviTcinniLii Ini Ildmkd 
wiMi Ehfi NcX^ tulJC, aiw£b available: Fortfienaidrtj' willl the 
NeXTscurkm. 


CUSTOM SOFTWARE IS CREATED 
IN A FRACTION OF THE TIME. 
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applications -which makes it 
that much easier to test your 
software with tire people who 
will ultimately use it. 

And the interface you create, 
which may have taken 90% of 
your time previously, now takes 
less chan 5 % -a streamlining 
that could put a serious dent in 
your backlog of projects. 

Most important, the programs 
you create are much more than 
simple information managers. 
They’re real, industrial -strength 
applications - every bit as fast 
as the applications you buy 
off the shelf, and every bit as 
complete. 
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Ruck in the old days (the 80s), 
people were willing to forgive 
the computer unable to venture 
beyond its own desktop. Rut in 
the era of interpersonal com- 


an expensive network card for 
every machine you want to tic 
together, everything you need 
to connect NeXT" computers 
is built right in. (You’re on your 


Even our system software 
has been optimized to perform 
in a connected workplace. 

NeXT technology is based on 
UNIX, widely acknowledged 




puting, connectivity is 
absolutely mandatory. 

Rest assured, w r e were mindful 
of that fact when w r e designed 

the NeXT 
computers. 
While many 
computer 
companies 
require 
that you 
purchase 
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YOUR WORLD. 

own for the cable.) 

And the equipment we’ve 
included isn’t merely for low- 
speed networking, It’s 
for con necting to a high- 
performance Ethernet 
network using TCP/IR 
NeXT computers 
have two connections, 
one for thin Ethernet, 
and the other for 
twisted-pair Ethernet. 

So whichever you 
use, there arc no 
hidden costs, 


optimized for multitasking, so 
your NeXT computer can attend 
to networking matters in the 
background while you do real 
work in the 
fbregrou nd. 
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[f that work, should require 
IBM* PC] hie compatibility, so 
be it, NeXT computers can read 
and write floppy disks in DOS 
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and OS/2 formats 
(1.44 MB or 720 K), so 
you can take a data 
disk created on one of 
your TBM machines 
and place it directly 
into your NeXT com- 
puter. Or vice versa. 

As for file compati- 
bility on a network, 

NeXT computers 
observe the NFS®{ Network File 
System) standard. 

In fact, our machines can 
connect without problems via 
network to whatever technology 
you currently employ - from 
IBM PCs/compatibles, Sun* and 


Macintosh computers to IBM and 
DEC® mainframes. 

So no matter how your office is 
set up today, or what tech no logy 
you already have in place, NeXT 
computers won't just fit in. 
They’ll stand out. 
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In the NeXTstation, we have 
squeezed the most possible com- 
puter into the least possible 
space. We’ve also squeezed die 
most possible computer into the 


taken the liberty of installing a 
formidable package of software, 
including WriteNow, NeXTmnil 
and Digital Webster (and, if you 


the more compelling, we’re going 
to send a free copy of the extraordi- 
nary spreadsheet program, Lotus 
Imprav* (a $695 value), to every- 


happen to be in higher education, one who purchases a NeXTstation 


“"If' RIGHT NOW, YOU CAN GET 

everything. Even TWO BREAKTHROUGHS FOR THE The same offer is 

PRICE OF ONE: $4995. WnE “ lW 


those traditional 
computer “extras,” like a 
keyboard and monitor. 

Your NeXTstation comes 
equipped with eight megabytes 
of memory, a built-in 2.88- mega- 
byte floppy drive and Ethernet. It 
also comes with a 1 05 -mega byte 
hard disk, onto which we have 


we’ve also included Mathematka ), 
So all you have to do is plug it in 
and you’re ready to go to work. 

You even get a free trial sub- 
scription to NeXT WORLD'" 
magazine, to keep you up to date. 

And just to make our case all 


to current NeXT owners 
who opt for our 040 upgrade board. 
We couldn’t even guess where 
you could make a comparable 
purchase. Fortunately, we can tell 
you exactly where to 
make diis one. Just call 
us at 1-800- 84 3- NeXT 
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